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LAW CHANGES 
DEFINITION

ÅSec 2 (l) HOMEMADE FIREWORKS ðMeans ANY composition or device for the 
purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, 
deflagration, or detonation that is not produced by a commercial 
manufacturer and does not comply with the construction, chemical 
composition, and labeling regulations of the United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission under 16 CFR parts 1500 and 1507.
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LAW CHANGES 
SEC 4(1) ðCONSUMER FIREWORKS 

SALES
ÅPA 256 Sec 4 (1) ðA person shall not sell consumer fireworks unless the 

person annually obtains a consumer fireworks certificate from the 
department.
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LAW CHANGES 
SEC 4(2) - CIVIL FINES

ÅSALES WITHOUT CERTIFICATE ð

Å(a) 1 st Violation ðnot more than $5,000.00

Å(b) 2 nd Violation ðnot more than $ 20,000.00

Å(c) 3 rd Violation ðnot more than $40,000.00
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (3) 

ÅApplicant for CONSUMER FIREWORKS shall do ALLof the following:

Å(a) Submit application no later than APRIL 1 st of each year in which the 
applicant will sell consumer fireworks.  Application process will close at 
midnight on April 1st.

Å(i) A nonrefundable consumer fireworks certificate fee of $1,250.00 for each 
retail location that is a permanent building or structure or $1,000.00 for each 
retail location that is not a permanent building or structure. If the application 
includes 10 or more retail locations that are not permanent buildings or 
structures, the fee described in this subdivision shall be $700.00 for each of 
those locations.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (3)(C) 

Å(ii) For an applicant who applies for a consumer fireworks certificate 
for a retail location that is not a permanent building or structure and 
who does not hold a consumer fireworks certificate for a permanent 
building or structure, a bond in the amount of $5,000.00 to secure the 
collection of estimated sales tax and fireworks safety fees.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (3)(C) 

Å(iv) Any other document required by the department.

ÅNOTE:  30 day clock no longer starts until ALL required documents have been 
attached to the completed application.

ÅRequirements:  Current valid sales tax license, plans if required, bond if 
required,  payment at time of application.

ÅAlso required to be current on prior safety fee reporting and outstanding 
citations not currently under appeal.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (5) 

ÅConsumer fireworks certificate issued under this section is valid until 
April 30 th of the following year.

ÅForms (Accela) prescribed by the department shall be used.

ÅAGAINéAll prior safety fees shall be accurate and up to date.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (6) 

Å(6) Not more than 30 days after an application and all required 
supporting documentation and fees are submitted to the department 
under this section, the department shall issue a consumer fireworks 
certificate to the applicant or deny the application. If the department 
denies the application, the department shall indicate to the applicant 
the reason for denial.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (8) 

ÅA consumer fireworks certificate is transferable upon approval by the 
department and the payment of a $250.00 transfer fee. The 
department shall approve the transfer of a consumer fireworks 
certificate unless the transferee does not satisfy the eligibility 
requirements for an original consumer fireworks certificate under this 
act. The department shall not process a request for a transfer of 
location between the dates of June 1 and July 31. 
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (9) 

Å(9) The holder of a consumer fireworks certificate shall prominently 
display the original certificate or a copy of the certificate at each 
retail location to which the certificate applies. A person that violates 
this subsection is responsible for a civil fine of $200.00.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 4 (10) 

Å(10) The department shall not issue a consumer fireworks certificate to either 
of the following:

Å(a) A person that is ineligible under this act.

Å(b) A person that has an outstanding fine issued under this act not currently 
under administrative appeal.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (1) 

Å(1) A person shall not sell consumer fireworks from a retail location unless ALL OF the 
following conditions are met:

Å(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the retail location and any adjacent or 
directly associated retail storage satisfies the applicable requirements of NFPA 101 
and NFPA 1124 for consumer and low -impact fireworks that are not in conflict with 
this act and the Stille -DeRossett-Hale single state construction code act, 1972 PA 
230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531. Any provision of the Stille -DeRossett-Hale single state 
construction code act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531, that is inconsistent 
with the applicable requirements of NFPA 101 and NFPA 1124 is superseded to the 
extent of the inconsistency or conflict.
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Chapter 7

Examples

EXEMPT

100 Lbs Gross = 

25 Lbs Pyrotechnic 

Content

Exempt amount =

5 times what is       

shown
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (1)  

Å(1) (b) If the retail location is a permanent building or structure, the building 
or structure is equipped with a fire suppression system in compliance with 
NFPA 1124. Beginning on the effective date of the 2018 act that added this 
sentence and notwithstanding the NFPA 1124 requirements regarding 
automatic sprinkler systems , if the retail location is in a permanent 
multitenant building or structure, the building or structure must be equipped 
with an automatic sprinkler system . The requirement for an automatic 
sprinkler system described in this subdivision does not apply to the retail 
location of a person that held a consumer fireworks certificate for a retail 
location of the same address in a permanent building or structure during the 
calendar year before the effective date of the 2018 act that added this 
sentence.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (2)  

Å(2) A person that fails or neglects to comply with subsection (1) is 
responsible for a civil fine of not more than $2,500.00 for each 
violation. The department shall determine the amount of the fine 
imposed under this subsection by applying a scale, as developed by 
the department, that reflects the severity of the violation. Each day 
that a person is in noncompliance is a separate violation.  NOTE:  This 
applies primarily to NFPA 1124 violations.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (3) 

Å(3) During any period of time in which a person is selling consumer 
fireworks, the person shall add as an additional insured, or obtain and 
maintain public liability and product liability insurance coverage for, 
each retail location at which the person is selling consumer fireworks, 
in an amount not less than $10,000,000.00 per occurrence. If the 
department determines that a person has failed or neglected to 
comply with this subsection, the department shall order the person to 
immediately cease operations and pay a civil fine of not more than 
$5,000.00.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (4)  

Å(4) A retailer shall provide with every purchase of consumer fireworks a notice listing 
the dates and times permitted under this act (reference Sec 7) for the ignition, 
discharge, and use of consumer fireworks. The notice shall begin with the following 
statement: òState law permits, under MCL 28.457, the ignition, discharge, and use of 
consumer fireworks at the following times:ó. The retailer may provide the notice in a 
form and manner determined by the retailer, including, but not limited to, printing or 
stamping the notice on, or affixing the notice to, a receipt, bag, or the product 
being purchased, or a printed handout provided at the time of purchase. Posting 
the notice on a wall, window, display, or otherwise, at the retail location, does not 
satisfy the requirements of this subsection. A retailer who fails to provide the notice 
required by this subsection is responsible for a civil fine of $100.00 for each day on 
which 1 or more violations occur. The department shall provide for the remittance of 
the fine collected under this subsection to the local law enforcement agency 
responsible for enforcing the notice requirement.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 5 (5)  

Å(5) A person shall not engage in the retail sale of consumer fireworks over the 
telephone, internet, or other like manner unless the consumer fireworks are 
picked up or shipped from a permanent location for which the person holds 
a valid consumer fireworks certificate.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 6 (2)  

Å(2) A person shall not sell low -impact fireworks unless that person registers 
with the low -impact fireworks retail registry not less than 10 days before 
selling the fireworks in each calendar year and pays a $50.00 registry 
application fee for each retail location registered. For a person with multiple 
retail locations, the registry application fees in total shall not exceed 
$1,000.00. A person that holds a valid consumer fireworks certificate issued 
under section 4 is not required to register with the low -impact fireworks retail 
registry.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 6 (3)  

Å(3) If the department determines that a person that sells low -impact 
fireworks at retail has failed to register as described in this section, the 
department shall order the person to immediately cease the sale of 
low -impact fireworks until the person complies with subsection (2) and 
pay a civil fine of not more than $1,000.00. For a first violation of this 
section, if a person complies with subsection (2) within 30 days of 
receiving a notice of violation, the department shall waive the civil 
fine described in this subsection.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 7 (1,2)  

Å (1) Except as provided in this act, a local unit of government shall not enact or enforce an ordinance, code, or 
regulation pertaining to or in any manner regulating the sale, display, storage, transportation, or distribution of fireworks
regulated under this act.

Å (2) A local unit of government may enact an ordinance regulating the ignition, discharge, and use of consumer 
fireworks, including, but not limited to, an ordinance prescribing the hours of the day or night during which a person may 
ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks. If a local unit of government enacts an ordinance under this subsection, the 
ordinance shall not regulate the ignition, discharge, or use of consumer fireworks on the following days after 11 a.m.:

Å (a) December 31 until 1 a.m. on January 1.

Å (b) The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

Å (c) June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

Å (d) July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.

Å (e) The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

23



LAW CHANGES
SEC 7 (3)  

Å(3) An ordinance under subsection (2) shall impose a civil fine of $1,000.00 for 
each violation of the ordinance and no other fine or sanction. The ordinance 
must provide for the remittance of $500.00 of the fine collected under the 
ordinance to the local law enforcement agency responsible for enforcing 
the ordinance.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 7 (4)  

Å(4) Beginning August 1, 2019, a local unit of government with a population of 100,000 or 
more or a local unit of government located in a county with a population of 750,000 or 
more may enact or enforce an ordinance that regulates the use of a temporary 
structure. An ordinance established under this subsection may include, but is not limited 
to, a restriction on the number of permits issued for a temporary structure, regulation of 
the distance required between 2 or more temporary structures, or a zoning ordinance 
that regulates the use of a temporary structure. An ordinance established under this 
subsection may not prohibit the temporary storage, transportation, or distribution of 
fireworks by a consumer fireworks certificate holder at a retail location that is a 
permanent building or structure. As used in this subsection, òtemporary structureó means 
a movable structure that is used in the sale, display, storage, transportation, or 
distribution of fireworks, including, but not limited to, a tent or a stand.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 7A(1)  

Å(1) Subject to section 7d, if the state fire marshal or the commanding officer 
of the fire department of a city, village, township, or county, or a fire fighter 
in uniform acting under the orders and directions of the commanding officer 
determines a dangerous condition exists, the state fire marshal, the 
commanding officer of the fire department of a city, village, township, or 
county, or the fire fighter in uniform acting under the orders and direction of 
the commanding officer upon finding an emergency condition dangerous 
to persons or property, may take all necessary steps and prescribe all 
necessary restrictions and requirements to protect persons and property until 
the dangerous condition is abated.

26



LAW CHANGES
SEC 7A(2,3)  

Å(2) Subject to section 7d, the state fire marshal, the commanding officer of the fire 
department of a city, village, township, or county, or a fire fighter in uniform acting under 
the orders and directions of the commanding officer, responding to a fire or emergency 
call, who, upon arriving at the scene of a fire or emergency, finds a condition dangerous 
to persons or property, may take all necessary steps and requirements to protect persons 
and property until the dangerous condition is abated.

Å(3) The state fire marshal or the commanding officer of the fire department of a city, 
village, township, or county, or a fire fighter in uniform acting under the orders and 
direction of the commanding officer may investigate causes and effects related to 
dangerous conditions.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 7D(1)  

Å(1) If the environmental concerns based on the department of natural 
resources fire division criteria are elevated to extreme fire conditions or if the 
environmental concerns based on the department of natural resources fire 
division criteria are elevated to very high for 72 consecutive hours , the 
commanding officer of the fire department of a city, village, township, or 
county, in consultation with the department of natural resources, has the 
authority to enforce a no burning restriction that includes a ban on the 
ignition, discharge, and use of consumer fireworks within a city.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 7D(2,3,4)  

Å(2) The governor, department of natural resources, or state fire marshal may enforce 
a statewide no burning restriction, including a ban on the ignition, discharge, and 
use of fireworks as provided under subsection (1).

Å(3) Not more than 24 hours after the fire condition is downgraded from extreme or 
very high fire condition, the commanding officer of the fire department of a city, 
village, township, or county that enforced a no burning restriction under subsection 
(1) that included a ban on the ignition, discharge, and use of consumer fireworks 
shall lift the restriction and inform the public that the restriction has been lifted in the 
same manner that the restriction was announced or made known to the public.

Å(4) As used in this section, òconsumer fireworksó means that term as defined in 
section 2 of the Michigan fireworks safety act, 2011 PA 256, MCL 28.452.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 8 (4)

FIREWORK SAFETY FEE 

Å(4) A person that fails to collect a fireworks safety fee as required under this section is 
responsible for a civil fine as follows:

Å(a) For a first violation, not more than $5,000.00. If the person is a retailer of low -
impact fireworks and, within 30 days of receiving a notice of violation, the person 
remits to the department the estimated equivalent of the amount the person should 
have collected under this section, the department shall waive the civil fine 
described in this subdivision.

Å(b) For a second violation, not more than $20,000.00.

Å(c) For a third or subsequent violation, not more than $40,000.00.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 12 (1)

USE ON PROPERTY OF OTHERS 

Å(1) A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks on public 
property, school property, church property, or the property of another 
person without that organizationõs or personõs express permission to use those 
fireworks on those premises. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a 
person that violates this subsection is responsible for a state civil infraction 
and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $500.00.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC12(2)

SALES TO A MINOR 

Å(2) A person shall not sell consumer fireworks to a minor. A person that 
violates this subsection shall be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more 
than $1,000.00, or, for a second or subsequent violation of this 
subsection, a civil fine of not more than $2,500.00. For a second or 
subsequent violation, the department shall suspend the personõs 
consumer fireworks certificate for 90 days beginning on the date a 
civil fine is ordered. The age of an individual purchasing consumer 
fireworks shall be verified by any of the following:
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 12 (3)

USE UNDER THE INFLUENCE

Å(3) An individual shall not discharge, ignite, or use consumer fireworks or low -
impact fireworks while under the influence of alcoholic liquor, a controlled 
substance, or a combination of alcoholic liquor and a controlled substance. 
A person that violates this subsection is responsible for a state civil infraction 
and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $1,000.00. As used 
in this subsection:

Å(a) òAlcoholic liquoró means that term as defined in section 1d of the 
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1d.

Å(b) òControlled substanceó means that term as defined in section 8b of the 
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.8b.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 12 (4)

SMOKING VIOLATION

Å(4) An individual who violates the smoking prohibition described in NFPA 
1124, 7.3.11.1, regardless of the type or quantity of consumer or low -impact 
fireworks present, is responsible for a civil fine of $1,000.00.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 12 (6)

LIVESTOCK

Å(6) ðA Person shall not ignite, Discharge, or use consumer fireworks or Low -impact 
fireworks in a manner that is intended to harass, scare, or injure livestock.  As used in 
this subsection òLIVESTOCKó means the term as defined in section 5 of the animal 
industry act, 1988 PA 466, MCL 287.703

ÅLIVESTOCK  MCL 287.703 Defined as - those Species of animals used for human 
food and fiber or those species of animals used for service to humans.  Livestock 
includes, but not limited to, cattle, sheep, new worlds camelids, goats, bison, 
privately owned cervids, ratites, swine, equine, poultry, aquaculture, and rabbits.  
Livestock does not include dogs and cats.
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 17(G)

PARKING FOR PERMANENT

Å(G) ðSec 17 Except as otherwise provided in this act, this act does not 
prohibit any of the following.  A person from parking a motor vehicle , or 
trailer, that is not being used for the storage of consumer fireworks, within 10 
feet of a permanent building or structure used in the retail sale of consumer 
fireworks
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LAW CHANGES
SEC 17A (2)

Å(2) The state fire marshal or the state fire marshalõs designee shall issue the 
citation described in subsection (1) to the holder of the consumer fireworks 
certificate for, or to a person conducting or directing the sale of consumer 
fireworks without a consumer fireworks certificate at, the retail location that is 
the subject of the inspection or investigation. A holder of a consumer 
fireworks certificate, or a person conducting or directing the sale of 
consumer fireworks without a consumer fireworks certificate, as described in 
this subsection, is responsible for the acts or omissions of an individual under 
that personõs employ or control.
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FIREWORKS 
FIRE SAFETY FEE SUBMITTALS

AND CANCELLATION PROCESS
ÅFireworks Safety Feeõs must be remitted by the 20th of the preceding month.  

Failure to do so may result in a civil fine in accordance with 28.460 Sec. 10 
(4)(a)(b)(c)

ÅThese instructions go in detail of how to submit your Fire Safety Fees for your 
Low Impact Registrations and or Consumer Grade Fireworks Certificate and 
to cancel your Registration and or Certificate. 
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FIREWORKS 
FIRE SAFETY FEE SUBMITTALS

AND CANCELLATION PROCESS

In 2020 we have added a few changes to the Safety Fee and 
Cancellation process. Customers will now be adding their 
Safety Fees to their active and or issued Low Impact and or 
Consumer Certificates. The 1st of every month customers will 
be receiving an email from Accela stating that their Fire 
Safety fees are due. Also, there is a cancellation radio button 
that will allow you to cancel at the time you are remitting your 
Fire Safety Fees. 

Example: 

On July 1st you will receive an email to enter your monthly Fire 
Safety Fees for June. 
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FIREWORKS 
FIRE SAFETY FEE SUBMITTALS

AND CANCELLATION PROCESS

To get started you will want to go 
to: 

https://www.michigan.gov/bfs

Then under Quick Links, you will 
want to click on Accela 
Automation - Citizen Portal 

Click here to get to : 

Accela Automation Citizenõs 
Portal 
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